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Princeton Election Results App

For Immediate Release, Princeton, New Jersey: The Municipality of Princeton and Code for
Princeton are delighted to announce the Princeton Election Results App.

The Municipality of Princeton and Code for Princeton have been working together to develop a
web app to post unofficial election results to the municipal website on Election Day. In previous
years, unofficial election results were only posted at the county level after all municipal level
voting districts had reported their results. This year, one will be able to watch as results come in
district by district on the website.

The idea for the Princeton Election Results App came out of conversations between Bob
McQueen, Chief Information Officer for the Municipality of Princeton Department of Infor-
mation Technology, and members of Code for Princeton. At the first Code for Princeton Civic
Hackathon, held at the Princeton Public Library in June 2015, a team led by Kirsten Smith and
Anouk Stein developed a prototype which won second place. Since the hackathon, McQueen has
continued to work closely with Smith and Stein to further develop and test the prototype for use
by the Municipality on Election Day.

As the Clerk’s office receives results from each voting district, they will enter the data into the
app which will then publish the unofficial results online. The app makes use of Tableau Public, a
data visualization tool free for use with public data. In addition one will be able to look at the
district by district results from the general election held in November 2014. Future goals include
publishing more historical data for use by community members, journalists, and future candi-
dates.

The election results reporting app is the first joint project between the Municipality and Code for
Princeton. Mayor Liz Lempert said, “Its been great to see the development of this collaboration.
Its a new form of civic engagement here in Princeton.”

On Election Day, the results can be viewed on the Municipality’s homepage,
www.princetonnj.gov. After Election Day, the results can be viewed at www.prince-
tonnj.gov/clerk/elections.html
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The Municipality of Princeton Department of Information Technology is responsible for the
oversight and maintenance of technology based systems, including computer, telephone, audio
visual, networking and internet/intranet connectivity.

Code for Princeton, a part of the Code for America Brigade Network, is a group of volunteer
technologists and community members who work with local government and community groups
to solve local problems using technology. Their mission includes improving access to public
data, developing web and mobile apps that address local issues, and building a civic hacking
community in Princeton. Both programmers and non-programmers are integral to Code for
Princeton’s mission and those interested in getting involved should join the Code for Princeton
Meetup.
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