
 

  
If you find a dead bird in your yard, please follow the decision tree below. 

 
 

Identified a dead bird 
 

  
 
 
 
 

     It is a robin, crow, hawk or blue jay.  If it is a 

     waterfowl, please contact the Princeton HD   

 NO 
 

 YES 

   Has the bird been dead less than 24 hours and shows NO 
no signs of decay. 

 
 

 
Call the Health Department at 

(609)497-7608 to report and 

dispose of properly.  (Double bag 

and put in trash) 

 
 

YES 
 
 

Using gloves (for sanitary purposes) put the bird in a 

plastic bag. Keep the bird in refrigeration or on ice 

(do not freeze). 
 
 

NEXT 
 
 

Call for Pick Up 

For dead birds found Monday through Friday between the hours of 9 AM and 5 PM call the health 

department at 609-497-7608. The Princeton Animal Control Officer (ACO) will be notified to pick up the 

specimen. If after hours, call (609) 921-2100 and ask the dispatcher to notify the ACO to pick up the dead 

bird. If it cannot be picked up immediately please keep the bird on ice or under refrigeration. 

 
         If possible, please complete the Dead/Ill Bird Reporting Form and submit with the bird. 

For more information on bird species that can be tested, including pictures, please visit the  
following websites:  http://www.montereybay.com/creagrus/corvids.html 

                                        http://www.shades-of-night.com/aviary/corvidae.html  
 

NJ State Bird testing begins April 15 and continues through the first frost. For additional information or 

questions, please contact the Princeton Health Department, 609-497-7608 

West Nile Virus Bird Testing Directions 

http://www.montereybay.com/creagrus/corvids.html
http://www.shades-of-night.com/aviary/corvidae.html

