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Introduction 

In May of 2015, Princeton’s first parklet was installed. Also known as “street seats,” 
parklets provide a means for the community, artists, art organizations, schools, 
residents and business owners to participate in designing and repurposing a parking 
space into a public art-based space. Located in front of small world coffee on 
Witherspoon Street, the Princeton Parklet was the first of its kind in Princeton!

When approached by Mayor Liz Lempert to create a parklet similar to those in major 
cities including New York and San Francisco, ACP Artistic Director, Maria Evans, 
assembled a team of skilled experts in their field to tackle the project. From its official 
opening reception on June 4 to the closing celebration on October 5, the 
community enjoyed the Parklet, sitting on handmade benches and sharing time with 
their neighbors and friends.

To be considered as the sponsor for Princeton's next Parklet, please proceed to the 
following application. Generally, applications must demonstrate that: 

1. The parklet location is appropriate
2. The parklet design is appropriate
3. The parklet can be appropriately maintained

Questions should be addressed to Maria Evans, Artistic Director at the Arts Council of Princeton: 

Phone: 609.924.8777 x 105

Email: mevans@artscouncilofprinceton.org

tel:215-686-9000_
mailto:completestreets@phila.gov


Parklet Guidelines

PARKLET SPECS:

- Length of structure: two parking spaces 
(spaces are approx. 22 feet in length)
- Width of structure: 6 feet wide

- Buffer zone: 4 feet on both ends, bumper blocks on both ends and soft hit posts on 
both ends. (Provided with existing structure)

- Parklet must be 15 feet from an existing fire hydrant and 25 feet from a crosswalk

The sponsoring business is required to use the existing parklet structure.
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SPONSOR REQUIREMENTS:

- All local businesses are welcome to submit an application to sponsor the next Parklet. 
The application that is approved by the town and is selected by the Arts Council will be 
responsible for paying a fee of $5,500. This fee covers the costs for public works, 
administration and coordination, and lost meter revenue. The selected sponsor will be 
notified by the Arts Council of Princeton.

In addition, the host/sponsor business will be responsible for all design/artist fees. 

- The chosen sponsor must use the existing Parklet structure provided by the municipality 
and is encouraged to add its own creative touch. The Arts Council of Princeton has 
compiled a list of Parklet Partners – local artists, architects, and more – to assist the 
sponsor with design and implementation of the parklet. To view a complete list of 
participating Parklet Partners, visit artscouncilofprinceton.org. 

- Costs must be handled between the sponsor and the third-party Parklet Partners and 
will not be negotiated by the Arts Council or the municipality. 

Parklet Guidelines

- The sponsoring business is responsible for general cleaning and maintenance during the run 

of the Parklet.

- All added materials must be weatherproof, non toxic, and safe for public use.

- Lighting can be added if a power source is provided by the sponsoring business or a solar 

or battery alternative is located in a safe and accessible place.

- The Parklet must be free and open to the public!

The Parklet should be open for public use from approximately June 3 - October 28, 2016.



Parklet FAQs 

Can the Arts Council recommend an artist to assist in the parklet design process?
The Arts Council of Princeton has compiled a list of Parklet Partners. These 
are local professionals and artists ready to make your parklet vision a reality! 
To view a complete list of participating Parklet Partners, visit 
artscouncilofprinceton.org. 

Can the town provide or assist with Parklet funding or maintenance?

The municipality is not responsible for funding or maintaining the Parklet. The 
municipality will install the parklet in the approved location - after installation, the 
maintenance of the parklet is the sponsor's responsibility.

Who can apply? 

Any business can apply to install and operate a parklet. Partnerships are encouraged!

When must I apply? 

Applications to sponsor the Parklet must be submitted by May 13, 2016. 

3 | P a r k l e t  G u i d e l i n e s 
& A p p l i c a t i o n

Please proceed to the attached application.



Parklet Application

Complete this form and submit to:

 Lee Solow, Planning Director 

Princeton Planning Department 

400 Witherspoon Street 

Princeton, NJ 08540

by May 13, 2016

Sponsor Information 

Name and address of business(es) or organization(s): 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of contact person for requesting organization: __________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________________ 

Desired Parklet Location Information: 

Street Address : ________________________________________ Nearest cross street ___________________________

Please briefly describe your design concept:

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please attach a Parklet concept sketch to this application. 

The selected Parklet proposal will be contacted by the Arts Council of Princeton.
Thank you!
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