Princeton Environmental Commission 2019
Annual Report

PEC Members:
●
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Sophie Glovier, Chair
Heidi Fichtenbaum
Tammy Sands
Brian Walker
Karen Zemble
Lisa Marcus Levine
Zoe Volenec
Anne Soos*
Marco Ramirez*

*Indicates participation for part of the year

PEC Liaisons:
●
●
●
●
●

George DiFerdinando, Board of Health
Christine Symington, Sustainable Princeton
Zenon Tech-Czarny, Planning
Eve Niedergang, Council
Deb Mercantini, Secretary

2019 Meetings:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Special Meeting- January 9, 2019
January 23, 2019
February 27, 2019
March 27, 2019
Neighborhood Meeting- April 11, 2019
Special Meeting- April 16, 2019
April 24, 2019
Special Meeting- May 14, 2019
May 22, 2019
Special Meeting- May 29, 2019
June 26, 2019
June 24, 2019
September 25, 2019
Special Meeting- October 3, 2019
October 23, 2019
November 13, 2019
December 11, 2019

2019 Accomplishments:
1. Supported the development of the Climate Action Plan through participation on the
Steering Committee and subcommittees.
2. Advocated for green building with a focus on demonstrating that it can be cost effectively
implemented for affordable housing development.
a. Commented on affordable housing zoning.
b. Led field trip to visit sustainably built affordable housing sites, partnered with
Affordable Housing Board to make a presentation to Council.
c. Developed a presentation on sustainable affordable housing for the ANJEC
conference. Followed up with presentation to interested communities (Madison &
surrounding towns).
3. Partnered with the Board of Health to draft a Backyard Chicken Ordinance.
4. Partnered with Sustainable Princeton on Community Solar and Renewable Energy
Aggregation Initiatives.
5. Joined the tour of Trenton Biogas facility.
6. Invited new municipal planner, Michael LaPlace, for a conversation about integrating
sustainability into town planning.
7. Advocated for preserving environmentally sensitive open space:
a. Ridgeview Wetlands Preservation Project
b. “Gateway to Princeton” lots
8. Drafted and vetted ordinance language to address stormwater management for
redevelopment sites.
a. Solicited input from local architects and Princeton University.
9. Finalized Green Building & Environmental Sustainability Element that is now being
considered by the Master Plan Subcommittee of the Planning Board.
10. Raised awareness of potential statewide action on single use plastics by writing a letter to
the editor for local papers.
11. Passed resolutions supporting solar power, the transition to electric powered
transportation and opposing the Penn East and NESE pipeline projects.
12. Researched and reported on the quality of Princeton’s water.
a. Hosted a representative from New Jersey American Water
b. A letter to the editor with a summary of meeting was published in local papers.
13. Public Education Events:
a. May 4th Food Waste Solutions panel in partnership with FOPOS and Sustainable
Princeton.
b. Stream Clean Up in partnership with the Watershed Institute.
c. Backyard Chicken education event at the Princeton Public Library.
d. Had a presence at Sustainable Princeton’s GreenFest and the Engage Princeton
event at the Princeton Public Library.
14. Reviewed 8 Site Plan Development Applications.
15. Other
a. Attended ANJEC “Ditching Disposables” training session.
b. Attended ANJEC Summit.
c. Partnered with SP to host a summer intern from PU focused on stormwater.

d. Partnered with PEC/FOPOS to develop a list of research needs that could be
topics for PU students in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology department.
e. Held a special meeting to be trained on the Conservation BluePrint Tool
developed by NJ Conservation Foundation and Rowan University.
f. Held 4 special meetings in addition to meeting each month except August.

Community Initiatives:
Composting Workshop
On May 4th, the Princeton Environmental Commission held a workshop centered around different
sustainable ways people can dispose of their food. The speakers included Carrie Dyckman, a compost
enthusiast and consultant, Pramod Raju, an environmental entrepreneur and vermicomposting expert, and
Dr. Joseph Heckman, Professor of soil sciences at Rutgers University.
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Stream Cleanup:
On April 6th, in partnership with the Watershed Institute, the Princeton Environmental Commission
hosted a stream cleanup. 31 volunteers gathered and removed 694 pounds of trash from Grover Park.

Backyard chicken educational program
We developed a Backyard Chicken Educational Program for five main reasons. Firstly, fresh eggs are
more nutritious than factory-farmed eggs as they come from hens that consume a diversity of foods as
opposed to merely grain-based feed.

https://www.glorygarden.org/blog/category/Eggs

In addition, chicken waste can be used as in powerful nitrogen-rich fertilizer. Farm soil often lacks
nitrogen, therefore chicken manure presents an incredible opportunity to increase our soil’s fertility.

https://www.gardenoflife.com/content/whats-organic-garden/

Food waste is New Jersey’s largest category of waste. Some estimate that one hen can convert ten pounds
of food waste into eggs per month; this productive solution can help the statewide goal of reducing food
waste by 50 % by 2030.
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Tick-caused lyme disease is a real problem in the New Jersey area. It is commonly believed that chickens
can debug 120 square foot in one week.
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Lastly, chickens can teach people essential lessons of stewardship and responsibility. When raising
chickens, children interact with their surroundings, which instils an important sense of place and
understanding of humans’ role in the world.
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The Princeton Environmental Commission worked with the Board of Health completed a Backyard
Chicken Ordinance to be considered by Council in early 2020.
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