
 
RESOLUTION 2013-03 

 
PRINCETON BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
REQUESTING THE OVERRIDE OF VETO OF A575/S253 – PROHIBITION OF 
TREATMENT, DISCHARGE, DISPOSAL, OR STORAGE OF WASTEWATER, 

WASTEWATER SOLIDS, SLUDGE, DRILL CUTTINGS OR OTHER 
BYPRODUCTS FROM NATURAL GAS EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION 

USING HYDRAULIC FRACTURING. 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Legislature finds and declares that the practice of the drilling              

technique of hydraulic fracturing for natural gas exploration and production has been found to use a                

variety of contaminating chemicals and materials; that the drilling technique uses vast quantities of              

water mixed with chemicals and solids pumped into shale formations at high pressure to fracture the                

shale formations; that millions of gallons of contaminated water flow back out of the well; and that                 

the companies engaging in the use of this drilling technique have been less than forthcoming in                

revealing the “cocktail” of chemicals and their concentrations and volume; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Legislature further finds and declares that the treatment of             

wastewater, wastewater solids, sludge, drill cuttings or other byproducts from the hydraulic            

fracturing process poses financial, operational, health, and environmental risks to the citizens of the              

State; that the high concentrations of solids present in hydraulic fracturing wastewater and other              

wastes may include calcium, magnesium, phosphates, nitrates, sulphates, chloride, barium,          

cadmium, strontium, dissolved organics such as benzene and toluene, and copper, which would             

interfere with the processes of wastewater treatment plants by inhibiting the anaerobic digestion             

processes and disrupting the biological digestion processes; that the heavy metals present may             

precipitate during the treatment process and contaminate biosolids from the plant, which would             

require expensive decontamination of drying beds or prevent the usual methods of reuse or disposal               

of those biosolids; and that no federal or State standards have been adopted governing the treatment                
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and disposal of hydraulic fracturing wastes; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Legislature further finds and declares that in addition to the dangers               

and uncertainties for wastewater treatment plants, other wastes from the hydraulic fracturing            

process such as drilling mud, drill cuttings, sludge and concentrated byproducts pose a danger to the                

environment and the health and safety of the citizens of the State; that the chemical content of                 

wastes from hydraulic fracturing varies based on location of the well and the chemicals injected;               

that the regulatory requirements for ultimate treatment and disposal of such waste are not clear with                

regard to whether it may be disposed of at a landfill or must be treated at a wastewater treatment                   

facility; that such waste has been exempted from many federal hazardous waste laws even though it                

contains hazardous materials; that the waste has been sent to landfills and hazardous waste              

processing or recycling facilities even though some of the waste contains concentrated radioactive             

liquids, hydrocarbons and toxic pollutants; and that landfills and treatment facilities in the State are               

not designed to accept or treat radioactive materials; and  

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Legislature therefore determines, in light of the State's small size,              

population density, and heavy reliance on surface waters for drinking water purposes, it is prudent               

and in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the people of the State of New Jersey to                     

prohibit the treatment, discharge, disposal, or storage of wastewater, wastewater solids, sludge, drill             

cuttings or other byproducts resulting from hydraulic fracturing; and  

WHEREAS, the Honorable Christopher Christie, Governor has vetoed Assembly Bill No. 575; 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Princeton Board of Health that the Board respectfully requests that the                
members of the Assembly and Senate take a vote to override the Governor’s veto in the interest of                  
public and environmental health. 
 
 

  
David A. Henry, M.P.H. 
Health Officer 

 
June 24, 2013 
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